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PURPOSE

It is the policy of La Academia de Esperanza (LADE) to manage pests in and around the school in a manner
that protects human health, maintains the integrity of the facility and grounds, and preserves the
environment.

PROCEDURE

LADE is committed to the sustainable management of pests through the use of sound Integrated Pest
Management (IPM) that focuses on eliminating pest access to food, water, and shelter in and around the
school. This is accomplished through the use of reduced pest control methods with a preference for non-
chemical control measures. Sanitation, pest exclusion, and habitat modification are essential to successful
long-term pest mitigation. The school building will be regularly cleaned and repaired in order to prevent pest
infestations. All facilities and grounds will be maintained to be free of trash, debris, and clutter. Ornamental
plants, any turf, and desirable grasses will be managed in a manner that limits animal, plant, and microbial
pest attraction.

o The charter school will only contract with certified pesticide applicators who are trained in
Integrated Pest Management to apply pesticides on school property.

o Students and staft will be notified at least 24 to 48 hours in advance prior to any pesticide
application. For any emergency application where an imminent threat exists (e.g., stinging insects),
students and staff will be notified as soon as possible after the pesticide application.

e When reasonable non-chemical approaches do not provide adequate control, products that pose the
least risk to people and the environment will be selected and then only be used when and where
pests are present, or expected to be present, as determined by monitoring.

o The use of pesticides with the signal words ‘Warning’ and ‘Danger’ should be avoided. In
documented emergency situations where the presence of a pest immediately threatens the health
and/or safety of students, staff, and members of the public using the campus, school administration
may consider the use of pesticide products that do not fit the aforementioned criteria.

e The school will keep records of pesticide applications and adhere to the procedures outlined in
NMAC 6.29.1.9.0.6. In addition, school administration will be aware of the United States
Environmental Protection Agency Center of Expertise for School Integrated Pest management
which provides resources to reduce the risk of pests and pesticides in and around school buildings.

o The LADE Head Administrator or their designee(s) shall develop and put into practice any and all
administrative procedures in order to implement this policy.



